Kyoko Hirai, Professional Printer

Profile:

In 1998, after graduating from the Faculty of Fine Art, Kyoto Seika University, majoring in
printmaking, Hirai started working under Mr. Keizo Sato, a professional printer at Sato

Woodblock Print Studio, Kyoto, and learned traditional woodblock printing techniques.

Since 2011, she has given demonstrations and workshops at universities and museums in
Thailand, the United States, Russia, and other countries as part of a project of the Japan

Foundation.

In 2014, she received the title of Kyoto Certified Craftsperson in the genre of Kyo-hanga
(Kyoto printmaking).

In 2015, she participated in IMPACT 9, International Print Conference (China Academy of
Fine Arts, Hangzhou, China).

In 2016, she gave lectures, demonstrations, and workshops on ukiyo-e at Hong Kong Open

Print Shop (Hong Kong, China).

In 2017, she demonstrated traditional woodblock printing techniques at the Third

International Mokuhanga Conference (University of Hawaii, Manoa, USA).

Currently, Hirai is a director of the Kyoto branch of the Ukiyo-e Mokuhanga Techniques
Preservation Association, a technique preservation organization selected by the Agency for

Cultural Affairs, and works as a part-time lecturer for Kyoto Seika University.



Message:

Carving with a chisel and printing on paper - the techniques of woodblock printmaking -
began as a black and white printing method, then brightly colored ukiyo-e appeared in the
Edo period. Even though the environment has changed over time, the techniques have
remained unchanged. Woodblock printing, completed through several processes using a
variety of materials, is a complex craft. The diversity of expression allows creation of
artworks, which I find fascinating and profound. I would like to preserve and pass on the
crystallization of techniques to the next generation and not leave it a thing of the past, but to

connect it to many people.
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